
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favorable Verdict:  Slip and Fall With Multiple Surgeries  (Miami-Dade County)  
 

On July 20, 2017, Orlando Partner Paul Jones, Esq. and Miami Partner Luis Menendez-Aponte, 

Esq. obtained a favorable verdict in the slip and fall matter styled Pineda v. Defendant Store. 

Plaintiff slipped and fell in Defendant’s store from water leaking from melting ice bags.  The store 

had six months of repair work orders from the ice machine producing melting ice leading up to 

the day of the incident.  Plaintiff sustained a large abrasion on her knee from the fall that was 

captured in photographs.  She actively treated with an orthopedic surgeon which ultimately 

resulted in two surgeries involving her knee and her shoulder.  Plaintiff incurred $133,755 in 

medical bills.   

At trial, the plaintiff presented documentary evidence and testimony from her orthopedic surgeon 

that she required additional surgery, including a total knee replacement, from the fall.  The plaintiff 

asked the jury for $330,755.  The jury rejected the future care, found the plaintiff 50% at fault for 

the fall, and declined to award her any pain and suffering damages.  The net verdict was 

approximately $68,000, half of the plaintiff’s final demand before trial.  

  

About Luks and Santaniello LLC. 

 
Our verdicts tell the story.™  Luks, Santaniello, Petrillo & Jones is a Florida Corporate & 

Insurance Defense Litigation firm. The Law Firm is Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. 

Our mission is to provide our clients with legal services that help them manage risk and reduce 

exposure.  Our goal is to ensure that our clients obtain equal justice in the courtroom. Luks, 

Santaniello is a member of  The Gavel.net LLC. nationwide insurance defense network.  

Luks, Santaniello defends businesses and insurers in Liability, most insurance lines and Workers’ 

Compensation matters. The firm has a diversified team of 75 Insurance Defense Litigation 

attorneys across nine offices in Miami, Boca Raton, Fort Lauderdale, Fort Myers, Orlando, 

Tampa, Jacksonville, Tallahassee and Pensacola.  Members have tried over 200 cases in Florida 

State and Federal Courts. We have a strong reputation in defending complicated general liability 

bodily injury claims involving over treatment, high medicals, letter of protection(s) and 

questionable surgeries.   

 

 

http://www.ls-law.com/pages/about-us.php
http://www.thegavel.net/index.php?page=000


 

Managing Partner Dan Santaniello and Central and North Partners, Anthony Petrillo (Tampa) 

and Paul Jones (Orlando) are all Florida Bar Board Certified Civil Trial Experts .  Partners 

Christopher Burrows, Patrick Hinchey and Joseph Kopacz are all Florida Bar Board Certified 

Construction Law Experts. The firm has a full service Appellate team in South, Central and 

Northern Florida to assist with summary judgments, motions in limine, discovery objectives, trial 

strategy and post trial positions.  The Daily Business Review selected Luks, Santaniello as 

finalists for the Most Effective Lawyers for its innovation in filing a Declaratory Judgment Action 

in a multiple Wrongful Death claim.   

   

For questions or assistance with your Florida matters, please contact the Managing Partner, 

Client Relations or your Luks & Santaniello contact.  View Contact Directory Now.   

 

Is Board Certification a factor when you select counsel for your insureds? To learn more about 

Florida Legal Board Certification, view our short video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYs_mp5lBl4&feature=youtu.beor visit The Florida Bar now. 

http://www.ls-law.com/pages/our-people.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYs_mp5lBl4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.floridabar.org/member/cert/cert-list/

